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- A DEATH SERNON

St. Andrew's Church Crashed by',.a
Falling Wall,

AGONIZING SCENES.

Five Persong Killed and About
Fifty Wounded.

A DEATH TRAP.

The Murderous Panic---Men, Women
and Children Trampled to Death.

THE STRUGGLE TO ESCAPE.

Dead and Wounded at the Hospital
and Station House.

WHO IS TO BLAME?

Poignant Grief of the Relatives and Priends
of the Vietims,

A terrible gnd fatal accldent oocurred iast night
at the Catholie Chureh of St. Andrew while the
congregation were assembled for the penitential
service of tne Lenten season. In the
midet of the wservice the wall of an
adjacent houwse fell, crushing m the roof
of tha church, and killing and wounding a large
pumber of the congregation. A panle imme-
diately ensned; and, in the wild rush of the
people to save their lives, men, women and enll-
dren were trampled to death. From the accounts
we publish is seems thas & good deal of the re-
sponeibility of this catastrophe must be laid
at the door of the Department of Bulldings.
Had the oMclals done their doty the unsound wall,
which has caused such regrettable loss of life,
would have long since have been removed; but
with the recklessness or carelessness which 8o
dstinguish officials in this city whose duty is to
secure the public safety, this wall was allowed
%0 stand, with what terrible resulta we now know,

THE CHURCH

48 an unpretentions brick bullding, situared on the
cormer of Duane street and Oty Hall place. It
mesties in  pheer humility beslde the tall
buliding iately occupled by Mr. J. Bhaw, &
dealer - In  crockery Wware, Wwuich separates
4t from Sweeny's Hotel Some time ago
this many-storied bmilding caught fire, but appa-
remtly was not sufficiently damaged to reuder the
takiog down of the walls absolutely neceasary. It
48 very probable that Lbe matter was pever suM-
clently inqmred ioto; for though the walls ap-
peared bulged, the reconstruction of the Interior
portions ol the honse was proceedea with. The
honse remained {n an unfinished state up to yes-
terday evening, when IS was destined to play so
®mad & part in the impending tragedy,

At the time the fire occarred in the premises of
Mr, Ehaw soms apprehension existed (n the
mind of the pastor of the church [rom Lhe prox-
4mity of the charred walls, but this feeling of im-
security died away a8 time progressed, and the
condition of the neighboring house was for-
gotien, It remains to Dbe explained
aow the Department of Buolidings 8o
failed ia tbeir duty as to allow the wall to atand,
and the public have a right to demand that this
matter shoanld be strictly examined into and the
blame put upon she shoulders of the ofclals upon
whose bheads must rest the responsibility for the
heavy 1083 of life whica resulted from thelr fajlure
to0 perform their duty. Lastnight the congregation
0i St. Andrew's assembled for the Lenten exorclse
prescribed by the Roman Cathollc Churoh for. thia
period of contrition and satisfaction. Thirteen
bundred persons of all ages were gatnered in the
homble church, and thera was nothing to warn
them of the dread fate that was about to descend
on them.

THE ROSARY OF THE VIROIN
had been devoutly repeated by the assembled
worshippers, and Fasher Carroll, of St. Btephen’s,
‘was engaged exhorting his hearers to repentance
and contrition. The congregation, reverentially
silent, listened to the impassionea words of the
preacher. Outside the storm came down, and
windy gusts Bswept over che oulidings
of the city, but within the church all was peace
and quiet, The preacher had selecied for his
theme a solemn subject only too appropriate to
the sad scenes he was destined to witness.
«Death and the necessity for preparation’ was us

theme, and the trath of his  argu-
ment WwWas on the point of recelve
dng an illustration 8o terrible  that

the lesson must have startled the teacher.
‘With tervid eloquence the priest held ap to view
#he nncertalnty of life and the pressing need there
was to be prepared to meet judgment. “Exam-
fne your conscience," he exclaimed, *“for God
alone kuows If you are prepared to meet Him,
At that moment a heavy gust of wind struck the
charred, gaunt-looking building that overtops the
church and the weakened wall gave way., A
mass of brick and mortar
FELL WITH A ORASH
.$hrough the roof of the chureh, crushing to death
and terribly wounding & numper of people ln the
right hand gallery. A ory of terror arose from the
. frightened congregation, snd, losing all pres-
vence of mind, they rushed from thelr
peata to escape the |mpending doom.
Those in the gallery who were near by where she
fonss of briek fell In, ml%ed for the narrow asair.
way, plocking it s, and with the madness of
despalr struggled to escape from the bullding,
which their Imagination plotured a8 about
¢ tumble dowan and bury all In the
rulns. Others, bolder (o their [renzy,
fumped over the balustrade into the pews be-
@eath, and 80 the terror was communicated from
oue to another until the whole congregation
Jolped In a wild stampede, (n which the strofg
maed Shelr strength to preserve thelr own lives
with the
BUPREME EELFIBHMBSE OF HOMANLIT.

The majorisy of the congregation was composed

of womem and ohildren, and was naturally

of tasualties we fina Tnas mearly two-thirds of
those injursd are women, with some boys and
girls. In the rush from the galleries two women
anda boy were killed—thrown down and trampled
to death by the escaping peopie. With sach awiul
suddenness did these cvenits transpire that
even the assisiants were scarcely consclous
now the fright or how the outrusu from the church
begin. Thestariled cries of women and children
were unheeded and the weak wentdown with
their prayer for help mabeeded In the bilnd lm-
pulse which urged every human belng to escape
from out of reach of the crumbling Wwalla,
Womep, pale with lear snd breathless with ex-
cltement, gasped out & prayer for aid and sank
eXxbausted to be
TRAMPLED TO DEATH
in the rush of the panic struck. In vain the
devoisd priest irom the pulpit appealed to tho
people t0 becalm and keep their seats, They
heard nothing but the wild prompiiogs of their
fears. Here and there the few gallant men inat
ever rise with occas'on, exborsed their less firm
breibren 10 have courage and not to add to the
horror of the slivation by giVing Way
to blind fear. These exhortations Were
made in valn, and the mad rush continued with
fatal resuit. Over fifty persons were crushed by
the talling walls or thrown down and vrampled
upon by the Oeeing crowd; and when the
churoh was cleared of the panic-stricken
people, the wictlms were Lhickiy strewn
about, some with 1life still remalning,
Others had already passed Into the presence of
the Belng they had assembled to worship., It was
a heartrending sight. Aid was promptly given to
the suiferers, and the priests glided about among
the wounded, giving
THE LAST CONSOLATIONS OF RELIGION
to those who were conscious, The police and fire-
men were on hand with their psual prompt-
neps, Bome of the wounded were at once
removed to BSweeny's Hotel, where the
reading room was placed at the disposal
of the sufferers, Here two of the victims suce
cumbed. Oihers were carriea directly to the
Park Hospital, where every attention was paid to
the injured. The scenes In the hospital were
beartrending, Many of the victims were alincss
unrecognizabie, trampled out of human shapel-
ness. OUld and young who had relativea
in the congregation thronged to the scens of the
catastrophe, anxiously ioquiring after missing
relatives. Some of the scenes enacted would
touch & heart of stone, and to & late hour last
night the hospital doors were besieged by crowds
of unxious inquirers, According to the latest ac-
connts flve persons had succumbed and two were
not expected to purvive till morning.
In addition some thirty wounded persons were
brought to the hospital, many of them grisvously
injured. Those Whose wounds were slight were
conveyed to their homes, and we have, therefore,
no means of discovering how many persons were
injared. It la, however, to be hoped chas the lat
we publish in another column includes all who
have sustained serious injury.
THAH HORBOR DBACRIBED,

A congregation of devout people, mainly women,
seated listening with pions reverence to the words
of s priest who discoursed on the uncertainty as
to the time at which death woult arrive to end
thelr lives, This was the sceme 1n St
Andrew’s ohuroh ot twenty minntes past
eight o'nloe; l.n‘; night. Thers was no sound
withim the chmreh but the measured tunes of the
clergyman's volce ana the occasional evidence
given by mome emotiondl Lstener that

the admonitions of the reverend speaker
were reauching T or ner heart. Thers
could be Do olher semse In the minds of
the listemers than that of present secoriry.
They were assembled for worship In an edifice
consecrated to the service of the Almighty, and,
though the remarks of their spiritual teacher
might huve awakened lears of death coming with
suddenness wupon them alfter they had lert
the churech, those declarations could mnot
impalr their falth that, suppllanta as they
were before the mercy seat, naught conld work
them harm. The Lenten gervices were drawing to
& close, and the Rav. Father Carroll, of 5t.
stephen's church, was near the end of his dis-
course on “'The necessity 10 be prepared for the
ADVENT OF DEATH AT ANY MOMENT."

He had pictured the misery of those hnman
beings who die, their souls being laden with sin;
bhe had Implored his nearers to shon vice, that
they might not be surprised im ita midst by the
fall upon them of the palsying band of
death; and he had pressed upon his hearers
the necessity lor them to keep watch upon
thelr consciences, so that they sbhould know
when they were guiliy of sinful acts. At the mo-
ment he was beginning io speak the words which
are quoted below, a sndden gust of wind swept
over the church and thritled everything that 15
struck. It shook the sashes of the windows on City
Hall piace until they rattied. It dashed raindrops
that were [alllng, aganst the glass, and made
them a new aid In wbe smrange tattoo, But no-
pody within the church fels the least disturbed by
the sounds of the commotion outside. They were
compietely under the conirol of the reverend
epeaker. His words were those of warning, and
they could not be liatened to carelessly. While
the gust of wind bowled and shook everything in
the street, Father Carroll was esaylng, “Oh | ex-
wmine your consciences at this moment. Look at
them with the eye guided and made sharp by the
gense of truth and siocerity. Ood now knows
whether or not you are

PREPARED TO MEET HIM,"

r

staircase  became Jummed betweem  the
wall and @& sbield of wood meant
50 be & guard at the ouler side of tne stalrway.
This shield was iragile and could mot resist the
pressure of the roshing mass of humanity, It
soon gave way and the panic siricken people
presssd ngainst it, and fell with it to the ground.
‘About tne same
right band wside of the church Was .en-
larged by the openlng of one of
the doors, which had hitherto been locked, ¥Fora
moment theére was a slight Ireedom for action o0
the part of those who were upright, and they
rusned with & ferce, surging moveme nt
for the street. The poor people Who were
prostrate  wers Tun  over, and they
puliea down some Of their trampiers
with despairing cluieh, and they who had a
moment veélore been among the triumphant, BOW
became components of the human mosslc pave-
ment, over which the selfisn and tbe um’uu
went stuzublingly, Of the many people who Went
down bofore the immense (orce of the crowd Dot
one arcés uninjured. Two of them Were
picked up dead—two women—and =» Dboy
who was taken outofl the mass and removed to
his hume, vied almost as soon us he reached 1here.
His name was Thomas Feeney: he was aged feur-
teen years, and resided at No. 10 City Hall place.

All of the norrid scenes thut nave hitherto been
described occurred on the stalrcases or in the
vestloule.

IN THE CHURCH

the actions of the people were various and cannog
all be pictured, Evecy face in the edifite wad
wtamped with the marks of fear, Few knew what
bad occurred, Those who did not know Were sure
prised at the interruption of their devotlons and
fled withont discovering what bad excited
their sense of dread. Thelr steps were hurried
by the incitement woich tney received Irom the
moaning and groaning of the people in the gal-
lery who were hurt. these incl 18
the lew courageous men, who saw that
all danger was over, and who Wished
to stil the tomult, added others wirth
their cries lor  “Order," Roundsmnn
Patriek T. Muldoon, of the Twenty-sixth precines,
WAoo Was 4t the service, was one of the iew cours
sgeons peojple in tue chureh, He called out, ask-
ing the crowd to stop, bus Lis words,
if they were heard by the people, were
taken only ns wcries of aslarm, Fathers
Currin and Carroll also retained their coolness,
and lmplored the people to be stlil, as thers was
no more danger, Buot the maddened people
would not stop nor stay. If there Lad been &
o barrier of brass shutting them in from the
street they would have thrown themselves against
it, and have beaten and berated 1t, as toey
were peing crushed to death aguinstit. Inlerno
can have no acenes more appalling than those
that wera seen In St, Andrew’s chuarch lass night.
The occupants of the galleries, who saw the siair-
eases blockaded, In Ifrengy sought to reach
the main floor of the church. They eitner
threw themselves In des;erate recklessness
over the balustrades of the galleries or let them-
geives down until rheir hands only clutched those
palings, and then fell into pews, For some mo-
ments the sides of the galieries were
strung  with men, women and chlldren, sus-
pended by their bands. The [lew men
who knew what they were about canght
some of these reckless people and kept them com-
paratively free from Injury. Yet not a tithe of
toem could be thus rescued. Still, 1t 18 & strange
iact that very few of those who got Into the body
of the ochurch from the galleries In the
way described were serlonsly hurt so far as
can be ascertained. As soon @s they reached the
floor they ran eagerly to join the struggiing
masses OF mMoba that clogwed all the outlets.
Muny of them Tan toward the vestry, to escape by
the stairway that windsa  from that room
fnto & emoll basement hall, which has
& door opening Into an area belnw the grade of
City Hsll place. But this staircuse wis cnoked,
and the crowd filled the vestry and the approaches
to iv. In thetr desperation many peopie ralsed the
window sashes, and )umped into the area
that bas bDeen described, the pavement of
which 18 sbout ften Ieet below the window
ledges. It is not Known that auy persous wos
thos made their exit irom the church were huart
dangerously. The example of jumping out of the
window was set by an old man, who, tnough

simost crazed with fear, yet hnd melhod
in bhia madness. When he entered the
vestry, the stairway ruoning iromt It was

crowded with men, women and cbildren, who
struogiglen Inefectunily—who could not extri-
ecate lhumselves Irom the tangle into which
their hands, teet and bodles had got. This des-
perate, fearfal 0/d man, did not deliberate nor
add nls force to the attempt at dislodging the
mob (rom the staircase. He was luspired as soon

a8 he had entered the vesiry and reen
the diemma of his predegessors, A
heavy wooden money box was sraoding

beneath the wiodow. The old man picked
it up, and harled (¢t through the vestry window.
It carried away every pane of glass exceps lonr,
which ran down oue side of the sash. The glass
was takeu out very cleanly, and an apper.
ture of about two l(eet and A ball long
and two feet wide was made, through which the
old man bounded, He went out with force, and
struck on the stone stairs that ran up irom the
area to the grade of City Hall place. He
ulighted on one knee and on ooe loot, but
arose quickly and ran down Cily Hal
place, The passage from the vestry into the
Btreet was speedily made clear and there was no-
boay hure badly in the crush thereln, "

e #iory thal I8 told above 18 not exaggerated
for effect upon the minds of readers about the
awlul cloge ol last night’s religlous ceremaoniles in
St. Andrew's church. Is 18 ialthrul o the
statements made to sbe Writer by men who
gaw all that passed during that short series of
struggles for escApe Irom unknown Or miscon-
celvea danger. Hhort, indeed, was the- series of
struggies, but they comprehended and gave play
to the most devastating passion of mankind—tne
passion that I8 produced by the desire toretamn
1iie onesell, vhough many others perish,

Tne following 18 the story told to the writer by
the Rev. Father Curran about the begiuning, con-
tinusnce aod close of the horrliying accidents, or
series of accidents, in  the church of which
be 19 pastor. It has been said before that
Fatner Currgén did aill he cowid do to stem

‘He concluded as the wina ceased its raving; but
the sound of his last word was almost overcome
by sharp, snap-like noises that came from the |
roof of the gallery at the eas: side of the

chorch. At the fame time a shower of
small pieces of plaster pattered wpon |
the atartled occupacis of

thas « section i
of the edifice. Tuese pecple had not time to rise |
from thelr seats ere a rusbing nolse and toen a
thunderous crash occurred. The horrifled people
in the body of the church and 1n the other gal-
lery bad not time Lo see what had occurred when
the sounas were repeated, and there was & vell of
thick dust raised over the gallery which obscured |
it (rom view.
THE MAD STRIFE TO GET OUT.

But only the coolest, she most conrageouns of the
members of shecongregation saw this, All others |
made & wild rush for the outiets of the |
charch., Tne scend became ons of the most
startling characier. In thelr mad haste to
esgape & threatening doanger—whence [t
came they did not Know—the peoplo
plunged toward toe street. They caught hola of
each other impuisively, and mutoslly aeluyed one
apother. In the galieries they fought dercely on
their way to the Darrow staircases that jed down
to the vestibule, and In their eagerness two or |
three would wedge themsclves immovably be-
tween the sidea of the ataircases., There they

would remain uotll the gathered force
of the many Uehind dislggged them
violently and threw them beadlong

|
down the awful descent. Thus they would strike |
their predecessors, and, I nut overthrown them- |
selves, wosd knock thoe |atter to the foor. Unce
down no one pould arise uniil whe senseleas and
pitiless mob had passed over and trampled upon |
and hbad kioked their bodies Into mere '
horrid shapea taan ever the Compracnicos devised, |
In the first moments of the rush from sue |
churoh the vestibule became crowded with people, |
and the masses on the staircases could not wove, |
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the tide ol Might of the frenmed people. He un-
derstood Irom the moment of ihe first crash whas
nad occurred, but was not appalied by it. At the

| time of the accident he was sitling at the

right hana side of the aitar—that Is,
%o the leit of Father Carroll, whbo
was speaking to, and, of course, lacing the con-
gregation, That part of the right gailery iuto
which the débris f2ll alter the first crash was im.
mediately behind Father Currin's chair, ana some

of the plaster, lathing or bricks, bound-
ing from tbe ledge of the gullery bal.
nstrade, struck his  chalr and Dbroke (s

mahogany back from 1t, The escape of tae rever-
end gentieman from Instent death & marvel

lous, He did not seem te tbink of Mgy
| welf, of the danger through which he 9
oucurre

passed, during or after the
among the people In the echurch, and
when all the terrible scenes ol strife in the church
were over he moved among the wounded, giving
them the last oficea of their falth. His duties
wore 50 Dumerous that his remarks (o toe repors-
ers had Lo be brief.
FATHER CURBAN'S STATEMENT,
Tne Rev. Father Curran was tound in the church

subsequent o the mccident, his clothes covered |
with lime, which had fallen upon nim when the |

wall gave way. In response to the Interrogatories

of our reporter be made the lollowing statement:— |

“You aee, sir, a8 usual we were hoiding the
Lenten services, 1 was ofMciating, and at the
time ol the aceident [ was seared in my chair.
Yoo cam sce the narrow escape that (1 had.
(Father Curran bere showed the reporter the
remnants ol the chair upon woich he bhad been
seuted.)

Futher Carroll was at the time engaged In
preaching \he regulir Lenten sermon, when sud-
denly I heard & rumbling kind of & nolse, accom-
panied by aterrible crash, | immediately jnmped
up and, looklng toward the gallery, L discovered
that the east wall of the church had gives way, Im-

time the exit from' the |

|

ing cries of the injured men, women and children,
and those w! o escaped bodlly injury began jump-
IDg OVer the galiery upon the floor below. The
main budy, however, made a rush for ihe door.
I immedistely called out to those In the opposite
galiery to kecp tueir seats as I [eared that they
would also rush headlong for the door and thereby
cause a greater loss of lhe. 1 consider my own |
escape a miraculous affarr.”
BCENES AT SWERENY'S HOTEL.

A member of the HERALD ataff was sitting lnst
evenng in the parier on the groond foor of
Sweeny's Holel, between elght and nine o'el ck,
when soddenly aery was raised Ly the femule
domestie servants In the lunodry, which adjoins
the parlor, that the ‘‘louse was comiug down,”
The servants, with

TERROR AND CONSTERNATION

deplcted 1o thelr laces, rusbed iuto the parlor,
which 8t ine moment was filed with
guests, some of them reading and otherd
engaged In conversation. The guests, start-
ing to thelr feet with the utmost alacrity,
| ran toward the laundry to ascerisin what was |
the cause of the commotion. Thsre was heard o |
rusiing of water, as il |t came irom an overfiow-
ing tank or [rom bursting pipes,

The reporter heard the noise which prodnced
the consternation, It was like a rusih of wind lol-
lowed by & distant peal of thunder. The guests
looked ai each other o amazement, \he servants
were mute with fear and everybedy scemed Lo
think that

BOMETHING TERRIBLE
had occurred, And, indeed, the result showa that
one of the most awlul calamities thas has ever
happened in this city had just twken place,

In a tew minutes Mr. Danlel Bweeny, the pro.
prieter of the hotel, entered the purlor ana stited
that he knew what bhad ccourred, that the wall,
or a portion of the wall, of the erockery store, be-
longiog to Mr, Shaw and adjoining the hotel, had
fallen down, and that thia Wwas the cause of the
Dolse whnich had so muech irightened tne servants
and dismayed the guests. Thia crockery atora
wis burned about the 12th of last mouth. e
rool was nearly all destioyed and several of the
lpite  were completely gutted. Mr. Shaw,
withln the past weck, nas had meun employed
repairing his store, and they hud put 1n or were
about to put In large joists Lo replace those
that had been destroyed by the fre. To make
those repalrs It was necessary to lusten the joisia |
m the side walls of the store, |

While the gucsts anid the servants of the hotel
were all mingled togesher in the greatest posasibia
coulusion a cry waa utrered in the street that the
western wall of the crockery store had lalien on
the roof ol the Untbolic Church of St Andrew,
which adjoins the store In quesrion, and that,
smashing o the roof, the déuris cawme Jdown on
the gellery of the church,

KILLING AND WOUNDING,
several persons who had sssembied there to at-
tend to thelr Lenten devotions,

This sad cry proved to be too true. Instantly
tne space Ln lront of the hotel became flled with

EXCITED PEOPLE,

As yet they had not reaiized the fmll extent of the
deplorable aceident; but when they saw police-
meén coming from the doors of the churcn and
bearing 1o chelr arms

WOUNDED MEN AND WOMEN,
they became convinced that & oalamity of no
ordunary character had happened. Two women,
with their faces covered with blood and bruised

about the body and arms, were faken
nto the hotel and placed on seats,
Mr, Sweeny, with great consideration and
xind , despatched a messenger to the Park

Hospital for & doctor, and then ordered brandy
and water as restoratives for the wounded wo-
men. Whuile the bystanders were wondering what
might possioly be the exitent of the deplorable ac-
cident, two otber women were brought Ly the
police to the parlor of the hotel. It was quiie evi-
dent that their wounds were of & severs, U not
latal nature, lor tuey spoke not & wordythey
uttered not & s1gh; 1o [act, they were almoat dead
when they were removed trom the church. They
yere placed on ctiairs in the hotel parior, and ex-
pired 1n about three minates aiter,
A HBOLEMN, DREADFUL BILENCR

excruciating pain. Strong men !ooked sadly at
each other, shed copious tears, and exclalmed,
“Oh God, this is dreadtull” One of whe poor crea-
tures whose life had been so suadenly terminated
WOore o marriage ring. Sbe was rather a good-
looking woman, probably the wite of some honest
laborer or mechanie, the mother of aflectionate
ehlldren, who had gone to ner place of worshlp to
pray lor ber husband and her little ones—to beg
of God that their lives and her own mignt be jong
preserved from irials and danger. Alasl ahe little
Knew nhow soon lier own end was Lo come—now
soon her
LAMP OF LIFE

was to be extingmshed amid the ¢erush and confu-
Blon of & most disasirous snd deplorable accldent,
‘Ine pallor of death soon overspread her !ace. Sne
lay on the floor of the room, and close near her

suffered much. Bhe was gulte vead, There were |
no wounds apparent on her face or hands. In all
prubability soe was

TRAMFLED TO DEATH
lo her efforts to escape from the churech at the

| death so much, bui he *deep damnation of our

| sasued. It was n mowment of crusmng Anguish, of |

was & young woman who did not appear to have |

moment when terror, consequent upon the crash-
ing of timbers snd the faillng of bricks into the '
gallery, caused the people 1o rush peli-meil to tue l
doors lor salety, |

Every moment the crowds In the street and in
the hotel began to increase. Alter the lupse of |
wbont five minutes another woman was fetched
into the hotel by thres policemen, who lald her |
gently down on the floor, Bhe was not &ble to |
speak, yet she showed signs of Ilie, but they were |
weak and flckering, and in & few moments she
drew her last breath. Snhe was pooriy dressed,
and was evidentiy a person wino had lived In the
numbier walks of iife. All thls time the spectatora
looked on awe-stricken and norrifled. They coula
haraly speak a word, for they did oot know to
what an extent the calamity bad gone, and were
uncertaln as to tbhe moment when Lhe next poor
victim might be bronght into their presence.

Another rush o the door, and in are brought
two more women, cut badiy about the head, but
they are not fatally injured. Restoratives are ap-
plied and they soon recover, Then the scene 18
chunged, and a young man ls boroe into the room,
He 18 cut much about the face and peck. Hig
wounds are fatal, and be expires aimost as soon
us he 18 lnid down. He was dressed in dark, plain
clothes, somewhat worn.

By directions of Mr. Bweeny, sheets were pro-
cared and placed over the bodies of the dead per-
gons, which wers removed to one curner of the
room, where they lay for some time belvre being
removed by the police.

1t was depressing to witness the anxiaty of pere
sons who entered the room to ascertaln o they
counld recognize friends amoog the wounded or the
dead, An eldeily woman, without bonnet or shawl,
muade Ner Appearance in the aparimens D almost
& lrantic state, The ofMcers were about putting
her out when somebody sald sbhe came there to
,8ee her dead duugnter. The officers at once de-
sisted, when the poor woman exclainied, in Lones
ol melting pity, |

“(b, let me see my poor daughter, my darling
| ehiidl On, jor God's sake, do not keep mo (rom
| my poor child!" and, having uattered ihese

heartrending words, she knelt down over the
| form of the dead girl, und, seeming not to realize

the fact that her child was dead, sald, *Speak

10 me, my sweet daughter! speak to me | Oh,
| Aure you aré not dead |V

While this distressiog scens was being enacted
the spectators held tbeir breaih, They secmed
| %o be iastened to the floor with fright, actually in-
capable of motion. They had been, & few moments
| before, (n & chamber 0! amusemcat and comiort;
| now they siood in the
| ¢HAMBER OF SORROW,

!

where death spread ita pailor, and the wounded

were bearing their pains patiently, as the lusg
 signs of the dead ascended to that eternal shrine

where the lowly aod the sulering are ever sure to
| find mercy and forgiveness, It only requirea one
| to ace one such sight as this in & lUetime in order
| 1o bave I\ deeply impressed on the memory, and |
cortatnly there was no one at Sweeny's Hotel last
night but who will lor ever remember the depior.
able spectacie we have doscrived above,

A, BRgAT A4 (o OMGIAL of DU sstablsbmsas

| brala,

| g inof the roof she was seated abous the centre

| The boy, however, whose pame 18 Putsick Fay,

were most active and energetic in their attention
to the wounded. They bad the dead treated with
the utmost tenderness and respect, and, undep
the painful eircumstancesof the case, they acied
with noble, Christian feeling.

SUENES AT THE STATION HOUSE.

When the dead were brougnt into the Sixth
precinct station house the scene beggared de-
seription, Crowds of men, wowen and eniidren
focked around the door and prayed for admission
that they might see 1l some irlend or reistion had

passed the dread porital The kiod-hearted
ofcer n churge ddmitred then a
few @&t @ time, and npo man made

In our common mould could have kept his eyes
ary as occasionally some poor woluan recognized
her gon, Foor howmanity was put to its worst test,
however, when a modest looking girl, of abont
eighteen yea 8 of age, came in and requesied to
look et she bodies, The second one shown her
she recogoised as her nusoand, and the
PITEOUS WAIL OF DESPAIR
that went out from ner young lips made even the
siurdy poilce bend their heads \n reverential awe
for u (ew moments, Tae poor woman could not be
reconciled, ber griel wis her own, and 100 sacred
and deep lor mortals 1o relieve; but |t made one
leel Kinder toward humagity to see Lhe generons
hearts tuat poured out sympuathy for her aud the
tender care that was used to Induce her
to leave the station bouse. One poor
tellow, who looked as If bl heart was brokon,
stepped up to ber, and, In & voice choked with
emotion, sald:—‘4t's too late now, Maggie, God
belp us.” The poor girl sald, “I Knew 1t, but I can’t
bear to leave nim here.” Gentle persuasion, how-
ever, inally induced heér to go with her friends,
Next came an o.a woman tolook for her daugh-
ter, She seemea at fArst  Aafruld to ASK
the guestion, but fnaily asked to be admitted.
The trst signt that met her eyes as the bodies
were nncoversd was that of her daughter, Miss
Mary G, CQunnors, aged wpirty-seven, of No. 43
Park street. Tle poor ola Iady was almost
PARALYZED WITH GRIEF,

and her prayers and lamentations would bhave
moved & beart of stone. The mnext recoguition
wad taat of a young girl who found her fathers
and the scene was & repetition of the others,
Teurs wera (reely shed by all, and prayers to
Heaven, that ln His mercy nong eun doubt He will
in His own good ume answer, were sent up from
hearts that as) nicht Koew o greater griel tbhan
18 ever visited npon most mortals, It 1s not.ibe

taking o™ that mokes ihe strung grow weak
aud 1he heart sick w0 look upon the mangied
remains of thode who only & few moments belora
we have looked upon in the lull enjoyment of lie !
and healtn, It 8 not yer certain wbo will have |
10 bear Lie blame of tnis feariul accident; but it
should be fathomed to the depto. Accidents, f
not ol this pature, 4lmosat as bad, are not ol un-

common occurrence i this  city, and 1t
14 time that something be dous to
make places of worsidp and all  other

pluces where large bodics of people assemble
sale, The following are’ the names of the dead
tuat were taken to the Bixth precloet station
pouse up to Len o'tlock :—

Rosa McGlin, aged Afty years, of No, 13 Vande-
water street.

Michael MoCOarty, of No. 42 Park street,

Mary G. Counors, aged toirty-seven, of No. 42
Park street,

Catberine McGloness, aged fifvy, No. 22 City Hall
place.

A little boy, aged flve years, named Feewmy, of
No. 18 Cliy Hall place.

Up to the time oi cur going to press the station
house was besieged oy an anxlous crowd, expeci-
Ing that betore daylight some friend or relative
would be brought there dead, as the dociors at
the wospital nad given the opinion that some of
their patients wounld Dot live through the night,

. AT THE PARE HOSPITAL.

There was presented at the Park Hospital last
evening o sight that will uever be forgotten by
those who witnessed i, Owing to the proximity
of the Park Hospital to the scene of the disusier
it took but & lew mioutes o Nl the inswle

of the hospital to repletlon with  the
wonuded and dying men, women and
chugren who had been rarcned Yrvds under

the débris In the gallery of the church. As soon us
they were brought in the ambulance they were
immediately carrled up stairs to the difersnt
wards, where their sufferings were allayed os
muoch a8 possible. Ina very few minutes nn ime
mense crowd of sorrowing iriends of the Injured
assembled In and around the nospital, and tneir
number kept constantly Increasing. They impor-
tuned, begged and prayed of the policeman on |
duty at the door to “piease let them io." *Oul
Mister FPoliceman," cried an agonized molher,
“my little son 18 killed; my darling is Killed. Oh!
plesse let me see him just once ! The policeman,
unable to discriminate between those who reaily
had relatives and iriends inside and those who
had not, were compelled to succomb to these
appeals and in 8o doing admitted quite & number
of sightseers and cariosity mongers, who were
only 1o the way. Dr. Hull, the bouse surgeon of |

| the huspital, however, on asceriaining this fact, |

disposed of them |n an emphatic and summary
manner by ordering the police on duty to escort
thiem out of doors,

The priests attached to St, Peter's and St. An-
drew's charches were ubiquitoas, end attended to
the dying us best they counld,

In the ioned room o1 the hospital a mose
pinable sight  was  presented.  Reclinlog
upon one of the hespital beds lay a
pocr young girl, hardly asixteen yeacs of

| age, named Mary Jaue Martio. She appeared to

be suffering from internal injuries of a terrible
character, and being sotally unconscions Ske wus
unable to state the extent of her lojuries, except
by giving expression to groans ol a most agonig-
ing character. Her countenance wore an expres-
sion akin to agony. Her (ather, mother and
flsters knelt a4t her bedside, and while
they kept constantly saying prayers o
a loud tone for the recovery of their dear one,
they were unable to restrain their tears, and at
every gasp which was glvea by the dying girl
thelr griel became more and more violent The
muther leaned over npon ber daughter's breast
and beggea her 1o piteous tones to speak

“ONLY UNCE, DBAR MARY,

please, ob, please, to spenk 0 mel Don't you
know me, darling " In anotier bed lay a poor
little fellow named Denis Haily. Poor Denia was
at the tume of the accident seated 1u the gallery,
near the allar, and was atruck om the heaa by |
some hard subsiance, causing comeussion ol the
He was wupable to communlcate |
with any one, veing In & state of dell
rium, caused by BRis injones. His father
was at his bedslde and tried hard to have his boy
recognize him, but the poor iitile fellow was unable
to do so. The griel of the [ather was terrible in
the extreme. ‘'Oh, my poor boy," he exclaimed,
“(h, speak to me und | will never again say
a cross word to you. Oh, Denis, don’t you know
me " The futher flnally became ®0 Overcome
with grie! that It was necessary to call nlm away.

In the upstairs ward, which is set aside for the
reception eof women, was found & youog girl
named Katle Hatton, aged twenty years, and re.
pluing at No. 16 Jacob atreet. Previous to the iall-

of the gallery 1n one of the front pews
She remembered clearly when abe firat heard the
rumbiing of the wall and the subsequent jall. she
felt sumething hit ber upon he head, and in &
very few minutes she Décame conscious ol the
fac. that she was

LYING UNDER A LARGE RAFTER,
and bleeding copiuusiy from a serrific wound In
the head. un being brought to the hospital it
wus found that she had received a scalp wound
four inches in lengih. Very hittls hope Is enter-
tained ol ler recovery.

On the bed immediately opposite lay & littie boy
and giri, neither one of them being more thano ten
years ofaga, ‘rhve girl was named Martha Mullen,
and resides at No. 81 'ark street. 5he was suffer-
\ng lrom the shock and Iright. She was subse-
quently removea to her home by her molber,

| that there was no danger on thag side,
| shere probability,

| ehurch would stir

! damaged wall,

and resides ot No. 48 Elm etrees, larea far worse,
having been struck upon the nead by & plece of
& rafter, and s sufferuig irom concussion of the
braln, He was unavie to speak or to recognise

RACORLAL WRO AT A6 hus Dedalds winaperiag 0. |_

him words of endearment, which he, unbappilyy
was upable to appreciate.
PATRICK LAVELLE'S ACCOUNT.

OUns cob In the furiber corner of the re
tion rcom [ay & young man Io the fullv
of life namea Patrick Lavelle, aged (wenty-twoy
and residing at No. 22 city hall place. He nad beeny
wtruck In the back by one of the falling rafters and
suffered (rom a fracture of the spine. He remems
bered overything copnected with the accldenty
Bnd thus portrayed 1t to our reporter :—*You see,
sir, I went to church to attend to my Leotem
dut.es, and, as 1 generally do, I took & seat in the
gullery. Father Carroll was preaching, and ha
bad just said, ‘Yon do not Kknow Low soom

you may be called npon,) when sudden!
I heard & rombling sound followed D
a crasn, and the next minute [ found

myself buried under the ruins of the wall,
which had falien in. A large rafter struock me iod
the middie of the back, and, [ teil you, sir, it's
awrul." The poor rellow tola his story in & manne
which could 0ot nelp but Make an IMpression snd
create aympathy. Tne mother of Lavelle, Mrag
Catharine MoGuinness, woo atiended clurch wit
her son last eveniug,
WAS KILLED OUTRIGHT.

But this fact was concealed from the poor fello
who kept continually asking his friends at bis be
side to go and tell Lis mother,

Elizabeth Farley, aged twenty-sight, of No, 84
Greenwich street, was lound to be suffering fromy

a terrible scalp wound and a fracturel
of the thigh. Sbe stated that gshe w
trampled upon in trying to make he

escape Irom the building and fell at the foot of the
#talrg’ leading from tue gallery. She stated
moreover, that the crowd jnmped upon her an
aimost killed her, Sho remembers distinetly thay
she was not lying upon the floor, but that she fel
upon & dead person, who had been previousl
trampled upon, and remalned there untll carrie
out of the building. |

The surgeons on duty at the Park Hospitall
were untiring 1o their eforta o 48418 and &
those who were unfortunately intrusied to “mi
care., Drs, Huil, Geuman, Smith, Becker an
Amabile, attended to every one who was broughtl
mto the hospltal, and 48 goon as was posaible desd
patened the greater number to Believoe, wherd
they can recelve betier attentlon,

NAMES O THE DRAD.

Age, Residence.
Conners, Mary G........47,...42 Park street,
Feeny, Thomas.....coe voddial 19 City Hall place.

MoCurty, Micnael. . ......d0....42 Park street. X

MeGinnlss, Catharine.. .. 50.,..22 City Hall place, 9

McGlinn, HOSB....vvs. 40,...18 Vindewater st
NAMES OF THE WOUNDED,

As far a8 could be ascertained the following i
a List of the wonnded that were taken ctarge of
by the police and removed to the Park Hospital,
though many others were wounded and take
nome by their friends :—

Naimne, dge, Residence.
Baptiss, Catharine......18....125 Roosevelt st
vavanagh, Ellen........40....56 Roosevelt sn
Cowdon, Edward........35....00 Bayard at,
(:nnmn;nlm,‘l"eler.. --27....12 Greenwich st
Donuvan, Thomas, ,.....33,...76 Madison sk
Donovan, Ellen..........22....756 Madlson st.
Deriti, Charles..........03....38 Chambers st
Dempsey, Mary..........56....18 Madison s
Fay, Patrick.............10....48 Eim st.

Farley, Elizapeth........28....58 Greenwich st
Freel, Lizzle...... ......23,...78 Frank|ors st.
Grimin, JErry..oveeiranes 8.00.18 UnK 8t
Haley, Lennis...........10....328 Water sk
Hatton, EAte............20....15 Jacob Bt
Kehoe, Mary...... ......40....Corner Cedar ang
Washington sts.
Kehoe, BEdward .........—....— Cedar st
Eely, Ella....coveervneaa20,,,,290 Froot at.
Lavelle, Patrick. ........36....24 City Hall place.
Martin, Mury Jane......16....40 Rose st.
Muller, Marths...........58....31 Pear] st
Moore, MATY...e..vaes.-23,....9 Frankforts st.
Mooney, Michuel........25....756 New Church st
Neal, Mary......ccoes....16....101 Hudson 8k
Ricg, James.............25...,17 Cherry sw.
Splaine, Michael.. ..18....23 Roosevelt st,
Quinn, James. .... . U5.,..84 Uity Ha ]l place,
Tibburs, Maggie.........23....4.4 Pearl st
Trawmnor, JAMes ....e....008.
$plan, Michael..........boF,
CAUSE OF THE CATASTROPHE. ' '
The cause of this shocking accident dales blc.!

to the lith of Junuary., OUn thatday Mr. Shaw
crockery store, & ~ix-atory brick trou (ront bujld
ing, standiog between Sweeny's Hotel and Sr
Andrew's ehorch and extending by a wing throug
to Chatham streat, caught fire in the basement o
the Doane street sectton. All the foors and Lhey
roof were consumed., Greal lears were enters
tained during the progress of the fire for &
safety of the church, It being apprehended tha
the wall on that side, which 18 separated from th
church by & narrow alievway, mightfall, especiall
if a strong wind should blow npon 1t while It w
unsupported by rooi and floors, While the m.-:
was rag:ing the weather was lotensely cold,
that the water from the hose

FROZE UPON THE STREETS AS IT FELL.

All the day and night the steam engines pou
thelr streatms ol Croton upon the walls and (n
the smoking rain. When they ceasca the walll
next the church was covered and encased in lces

| There 18 no space between the east wall of this

gtore and the west wall of Sweeny's Hotel, sa
Nor was
wiila the Arctie weathe
frozen  wall nexs &h
fiom ita fcy perpen=
Meanwhile repairs were begune
Joists and planking  were peing re=
placed for the several floors, commencing
at the basement. But the upper floora were yefj
wanting, and the rool was siili open. This wam
the condition of afairs when the recent mild
weuather and the wurm rain of last evenin
dissolved the Icy cement which secured th
treacherons wall, and 1t broke suddenly some teny
feet Irom the top, & scciion ol about twenty fleen
in length, and fell with resistless force and withy
such fatal eMect upon the church and 18 cCONgregh=
tion of listeners to the sermon on death. Fatber
Ccarroll had no need of oratorical ilinstration fo
nis solemn homily. God emphasized it. Nome,
ms snditors will ever lorges the logle or lt@
catastrophe.
THR BUILDING CONDEMNED. !

It was reported last night that the Inspector ok
Bulldings had already condemned Shaw's store
unsafe, and givea the requisite notice to t
owners to take down or properly secure
In the darkness, atorm and oo
tuston of the night 1t was 1mpossible to Iully con
firm this statement. Snould Lt prove true, a fear.

lasted, that the

dicularity.

| ful welght of moral responsibility will be held b,

the community to rest upon those who disr
garded the oMeinl warning which pointeda ou _
this fearinl deatn trap.

DIAGRAM OF THE CATASTROTHE.

PR e

Vo

A1_Andrew's Chireh.

o

DESCRIPTION OF THE CHOUROE,

81, Andrew’s churoh, the scene of last avening
disaster, 18 8ltuated at the corner of Dmane stree
and Oity Hall pisce, The obureh Das A from: of
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